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T H E U N I V E R S I T Y OF TEXAS AT BROWNSVILLE & TEXAS SOUTHMOST COLLEGE

UTB/TSC PARTNERSHIP COMES OF AGE

rapid growth and impressive accomplishments:
more than 18,720 degrees awarded

T

he University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College stands squarely in a phase
of “Coming of Age:” Exciting and
awe-inspiring. It is a time when new
achievements are built on a foundation of tradition
and excellence.
This year, UTB/TSC celebrates the 15th anniversary—the quinceañera—of its groundbreaking
partnership with The University of Texas at Brownsville and
the 80th anniversary of Texas Southmost College.
UTB/TSC President Dr. Juliet V. García says coming of
age is evident, not just in the
number of new buildings on
a rapidly expanding campus, but in the underlying
quality of faculty, programs and students.
“People always think of our progress in terms of
buildings. Our campus has increased by many new
buildings and expanded the campus from 47 acres
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on the site of old Fort Brown to 380 acres, both
on and off campus. But that’s only the surface of
what’s happening here,” says García. “Like a young
teenager, we find ourselves not yet fully developed,
a little awkward at times, but with signs everywhere of the potential we have to exceed all expectations.”
More than 18,500 degrees and certificates
have been awarded: associate’s and bachelor’s
degrees have almost tripled,
while master’s degrees have
quadrupled since the partnership began. UTB/TSC recently won the right to plan
a doctoral degree in education. Longstanding programs
like education and nursing are
seeing stellar results, while research programs in
physics are setting Brownsville among the stars
of gravitational wave analysis. Students are coming from around the world, and some leave straight
Continued, pg. 2
for medical school and
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UTB/TSC FAST FACTS
1992-2006
Enrollment
1992: 7,358
2006: 15,688

Number of Degree Programs
1992: Bachelor 18, Master 9
2006: Bachelor 38, Master 20

Certificates/Degrees Awarded
1992: 734
2006: 2,166

Employees: Faculty and Staff
1992: 467
2006 : 1,022

Campus Growth
Buildings
1992: 26
2006: 64
In 1991, the partnership between Texas Southmost College and The University of Texas at
Brownsville was created and signed into law. It
was in the fall of 1992 when the partnership was
implemented.
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15 YEARS CONTINUED
other prestigious professional programs.
“When you double the number of education students and, at the same time, improve the pass
rate, that’s really something,” said García, referring
to the state teacher certification test. “Something
pretty special is going on here. We used to have
one person who taught physics. Now we have 12
professors and four post-docs doing gravitational
wave analysis. At the same time, we’re still teaching
construction techniques on our new ITEC campus. That’s the wonderful, complicated nature of a
community university. That’s where we are.”
McAllen businessman and investor Alter Holand,
a TSC student in the 1960s, says no other university in South Texas can compare to what UTB/TSC
has achieved since he was on campus. While all the
new buildings are impressive, Holand said what
is “fascinating and wonderful” to him are the ex-

ANNIVERSARY & QUINCEANER A GALA

President García (right) and Dean
of Students Martin (left), cut the
anniversary cake during the 15-year
partnership celebration kick off in
September.

CELEBRATION KICKS OFF ANNIVERSARY YEAR

A

Former Governor of Texas Ann Richards and the TSC
Board of Trustees sign Senate Bill 1050, creating the
partnership between UTB and TSC.

panded range of opportunities available to Valley
students.
“I’m a big believer in education. To me the biggest improvement has been the opportunities that
we’re giving to these local kids to be able to attend
a university located right in their back yard,” said
Holand, a former Development Board member.
“Back when I was a student, it was a junior college
that prepared you to transfer to a four-year school.
Today, it pretty much offers anything you want,
whether you live in Harlingen, San Benito, or
Brownsville.”
In the early 1990s, when the partnership between UTB and TSC was new and untested, friends
of this “community university” worried about its
unique experiment. Fifteen years later, UTB/TSC’s
“coming of age” means it has earned the confidence of state leaders and its community.
“We were very concerned in those first few
years. Is it going to work?” García recalls. “What I
can tell people now is: We’re launched! It’s not so
dependent on one or two people, or a small group.
It worked and it belongs to everyone now.”

year of reunions, symposiums and
special events culminating in a festive
“Quinceañera Gala” next spring—is
under way to mark the 15-year UTB/
TSC partnership and the 80th anniversary of TSC.
UTB/TSC’s “Coming of Age”—its development
as an institution of rapid growth and solid quality
—is the theme for this special anniversary year. The
year was ushered in by the Jean B. Eckhoff Memorial Chimes—the same clock that rang for the
first time in 1991 to announce the new partnership. A different school or college will be highlighted each month, with activities planned throughout
campus.
“In South Texas, a quinceañera is something to
celebrate,” says Dr. Olivia Rivas, who is coordinating the year-long festivities. “We have come a long
way since the partnership was created 15 years ago.
We are inviting people to come visit us and look at
where we’re going, now that we have ‘come of age.’”
Mark your calendars for April 27, when UTB/
TSC celebrates its 15th birthday South Texas style,
complete with waltzing damas in pink dresses, music by Trio Los Panchos, and plenty of birthday
cake. “Madrinas” and “Padrinos” can help sponsor the quinceañera with a $15,000 contribution
for scholarship endowments.
Plans include a commemorative anniversary
poster featuring artist Carmen Lomas Garza’s
painting “Quinceañera,” with limited edition framed
prints of Garza’s work going to gala madrinas and
padrinos.
Rivas said alumni especially will be welcomed
back during the year’s events, with open houses
that showcase the colleges and schools and many
campus improvements since the partnership began
and since TSC was first created as the Junior College of the lower Rio Grande Valley in 1926. Special individuals who helped shape and support the
university over the years will be honored as “Diamonds Among Us.”
“TSC was the first accredited public junior college in the state, and we are very proud of that
fact,” said Rivas. “UTB may be only 15 years old,
but it has 80 years of tradition passed on by TSC

UPCOMING EV ENTS
PLAN TO JOIN US!
December
5th

Diamonds Among Us
Science & Engineering Technology
Building, Lecture Hall, 6 p.m.

16th Winter Commencement

February 2007
Anniversary Spotlight on the School of
Business, Events TBA

March 2007
Anniversary Spotlight on the School of
Education, Events TBA

April 2007
10th Deadline to submit nominations for
Diamonds Among Us

27th	Quinceañera Scholarship Gala Concert
and Dinner with a Performance by
Trio Los Panchos,
Jacob Brown Auditorium, 7 p.m.
Anniversary Spotlight on the College of 		
Liberal Arts, Events TBA

May 2007
12th Spring Commencement

June 2007
9th

Diamonds Among Us
Science & Engineering Technology
Building, Lecture Hall, 6 p.m.

July 2007
Anniversary Spotlight on the Graduate School,
Events TBA

behind it. We have solid roots, even though we’re
just now coming of age.”
Visit www.utb.edu and look for the “Coming of Age” logo to check on all upcoming
events.
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BOND UPDATE: PROJECTS TAKING SHAPE

Construction under way for rek cENTER

U

TB/TSC officials have a word for
the upcoming pace of campus
construction: Spectacular.
“Get ready!” says Veronica Mendez, Assistant Vice
President for Construction. “We anticipate a lot
of changes to the campus, and it’s going to be
great.”
Construction is on schedule for
a Fall 2008 opening for the
new Recreation, Education
and Kinesiology Center.
Student dancers, alumni testimonials and
a large community turnout for recent
groundbreaking ceremonies provided a
high energy start to
the long-anticipated campus construction project.
“We were trying to give a sneak preview of what’s
going to happen in the building and what it’s going to mean for the university community,”Mendez
said of the groundbreaking.“It’s going to be a place
where people get energized.”

UPCOMING EV ENTS
PLAN TO JOIN US!
March 2007
20th Groundbreaking for Center for Early
Childhood Studies Building

The complex at the corner of University Boulevard and Ringgold will anchor the planned campus recreation zone and include everything from
classrooms and offices to racquetball courts
and a weight room.
Schematic designs for other projects included in
a $68 million voter-approved bond program also
are on track and were presented for approval in
late October to the Texas Southmost College trustees. These include designs
for a new Center for Early Childhood
Studies, to be built on the Fort Brown
peninsula, and a new Music Education
Building, which will be
located near Jacob
Brown Auditorium.
Other upcoming projects in the bond program include classrooms and a new library building destined for
University Drive. “We’re happy to report that the
proposed designs meet the requirements for what
people wanted to see in the buildings and also the
budget we had established for them,” Mendez
said.
Meanwhile, programming is under way for a

Education Building

Coming Soon: Groundbreaking for
East Library and Classroom projects.
For more information, visit www.utb.
edu and click on Bond projects.

state-funded Science and Technology Learning
Center, which is to be built in the campus science and research zone near the Life and Health
Sciences building. This learning center will provide much-needed space for biology and biomedical research programs and free up space in other
buildings for the university’s growing nursing program.
The learning center will also include room for
a Math and Science Academy, which will bring college-prepared 11th and 12th grade students on
campus for college classes and hands-on learning.

:3/@<2=
ITEC. 25 practical courses of study.
Built to get you a better job.

April 2007
3rd Groundbreaking for Music

Architects are looking at Brown Auditorium inside the
Kinkaid Theatre in Houston as a model for the Music
Education Building.

;\_RaUN[
f\b7ZNTV[RQ
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Q&A WITH MARI CHAPA

you also will need the information from your parent’s tax returns, as well, or if you are married,
your spouse’s. Applications should be filled out

“How much a student will get is
based on the student’s cost of
attendance at UTB/TSC and the
Estimated Family Contribution
(EFC) number calculated from the
FAFSA application.”
and filed by March 1 or earlier.
We always recommend that students fill out their
FAFSA online at www.fafsa.ed.gov.
Q. How is the amount of financial assistance
a person will receive determined?
A. How much a student will get is based on the
student’s cost of attendance at UTB/TSC and the
Estimated Family Contribution (EFC) number calculated from the FAFSA application. We factor in
everything from tuition, fees, books, food, transportation and other personal expenses needed to attend.

Mari Chapa, Director of Financial Aid

M

ari Chapa has been with the
university since 1997. Under her leadership, the Office of Financial Aid distributed more than $61 million
in grants, scholarships, college work-study and loans to UTB/TSC students
last year.
Q. What is financial aid?
A. Financial aid is funding that helps students
pay tuition and fees costs. Financial aid can also
be used to pay for room and board, books and
other educationally related expenses. It comes in
many different forms that work to the students’
advantage, including scholarships, grants, student loans, college work study and veteran’s benefits. Funds for financial assistance can be federal,
state, local or institutional.
Q. What is the difference between the five
types of aid?
A. Scholarships are usually applied for and awarded on merit, need, a student’s major or field, or a
donor’s specific criteria.
Grants are given to students based on documented financial need, which is determined by the
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA),
and students do not have to pay them back.
Student loans are borrowed money that must
be paid back, with interest. There are two types

of loans: subsidized, in which the government pays
the loan interest while the student is in school, or
unsubsidized, in which the loan begins to accrue interest as soon as the loan is disbursed. Parents can
also get loans to pay for their child’s college.
College work study allows students to work while
they are going to school to help pay for their educational expenses.
Veterans’ benefits is assistance for veterans, eligible dependents and survivors of veterans. Veterans’ benefits can take many forms. These include the GI Bill, Tuition Assistance, and Veterans
Educational Assistance, among others. Our Office
of Veteran’s Affairs can help in this area.
Each of these types of awards can
be used in combination to assist students in the best financial way
possible for them to attend
college.
Q. When, and how, is
the best time, and
method to apply for
financial aid?
A. As soon as January
1, students should apply
for tuition assistance for the
next fall semester. However, you will need information
from your tax return or other
benefits statements to fill out your
FASFA. If you are under 24 years of age,

Mari Chapa, right, helping students with their Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

Q. When do students start paying their loans
back and how long do they have to pay?
A. Students have what is called a “grace period”
of six months after graduation, or if they cease to
be enrolled at least half-time before they start
payments on their student loans. They normally
are allowed up to 10 years to repay their loans.
If a student decides to return to school,
his or her loan payments can be deferred while in half-time atten-

FA L L 2 0 0 6
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dance. Loans are forgiven when a person dies or is
unable to work due to permanent disability.



DUAL ENROLLMENT gains momentum

Q. What services are offered to students who
may need assistance when applying for financial aid?
A. Our staff and counselors can help with any
questions students may have. When students apply for financial aid at UTB/TSC, they are required
to attend a loan entrance counseling session each
year. During these sessions, we inform students
about their responsibilities as borrowers and provide them with information necessary so that they
can select a lender. Students who are leaving or
graduating also are required to process an online loan exit session, which informs them of their
responsibilities of paying back their loans. Repeat
borrowers can do their entrance counseling session online on our financial aid webpage.
A $144,000 grant from the Texas Guaranteed
Student Loan Corporation for the Start SmartStart Early project allowed us to hire 14 mentors
to help local students access college and provided $50,000 in summer scholarships and mentoring. We were just notified that we were also awarded a second grant of $184,000 for the Follow My

“Our staff and counselors can
help with any questions students
may have.”
Lead program. This will help counsel junior and
senior high school students, as well as mentor entering freshmen as they transition through to their
sophomore year.
Mari Chapa can be reached at (956) 8828277 or at mari.chapa@utb.edu. Her office
is located in Tandy Hall, Room 206.

PROGRAM HELPING TO CLOSE THE GAP

W

hen Maria Ramos graduated
from Brownsville’s Lopez High
School in 2004, she already
had college credits through
the Dual Enrollment program.
“The program helps you develop
good habits for college while you
are still in high school,” Ramos,
UTB/TSC senior, said. “They help
prepare you to be successful. You
don’t go into college blind-folded.”
Since 2000, the program has
seen a 1,822 percent increase in enrollment from over 13 school districts in the
area.
“I think the biggest factor in the
increase is due to the articulation of our curriculum with local
high schools,” Linda Fossen, Associate Vice President for Enrollment
Planning, said. “We have started to
streamline everything to make the transition

from high school to college easier.”
Students enrolled take college classes at their
high schools with instructors certified to teach college courses. The program offers about 56 courses that count toward both college and high school
credit, which include core college classes.
One dual enrollment class costs $5 per student, usually paid by the district, which
saves students and parents tuition
and fees. This year, the program is
helping high school students
take 16,349 credit hours toward a college education.
“It is important that high
schools and colleges work together,” Fossen said. “This is a great
way for students to know that they can
attend college and succeed.”
To learn more about the Dual Enrollment program, call Cynthia Cantu, Academic Advisor,
at (956) 982-0194 or email at cynthia.cantu@
utb.edu.

THE FINAnCIAL AID PROCESS: STEP BY STEP
1

5 If accepting a Stafford Loan, students must sign up for a loan session.

Apply for admission to the schools of your choice.

New borrowers call the UTB/TSC Financial Aid Office at (956) 882-8277.

2 Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) at

Continuing borrowers go to http://blue.utb.edu/fa/online_loan.htm.

www.fafsa.ed.gov, or the UTB/TSC Financial Aid Office in Tandy Hall.

3 Students will receive either a Student Aid Report (SAR) or a Student
Aid Acknowledgement and must review the information for accuracy and

6 Sign a Master Promissory Note for a Stafford Loan with lender of choice.
7 A check will be sent to UTB/TSC to pay your balance on, or before,
the first day of class.

send it back.

4 Students will receive an award letter specifying if they were awarded
grants and/or loans.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Early Registration for Spring 2007 Ends December 18
Texas Scorpion Day – February 20 & 21, 2007 – 9 a.m.–1:30 p.m. – El Gran Salon, Student Union
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SPOTLIGHT: SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

school’s team to develop a sample lesson plan that
can be used by science teachers.
Education faculty also were awarded a $9.6 million grant aimed at preparing young children in the
community for preschool. Specialists visit day care
centers and child care homes, bringing materials
and advice to help caregivers better prepare children for their academic years. Caregivers also can
take advantage of professional training provided
by School of Education specialists.
Stockton notes that its 97 percent pass rate on
the TExES certification test, is a “team effort” involving all parts of the campus. Student teachers,

DOCTORATE IN EDUCATION COMING. continued growth

T

his year’s “Coming of Age” theme
especially fits the School of Education, where growth in students,
faculty and programs over the past
15 years has come with an expanding reputation for professional quality.
Signs of this “growth with
quality” abound under the dome
of a new $28 million Education and
Business Complex. Student passrates for the state teacher certification test are at an all-time high of
97 percent. A growth in faculty research grants is bringing the latest
teaching methods to classrooms
and to the community. An expected new doctoral program in curriculum
and instruction, planned for Fall 2007, is
already attracting qualified candidates.
“We’re doing something special in
Brownsville. Our reputation is getting out there,”
says Education Dean Dr. Carl A. Stockton, who
joined the university nearly three years ago. “We are
becoming recognized as a true professional school

and true professional model, but we’re still moving forward.”
In every measure of growth, the school is indeed
moving forward. Since the first year of the UTB/
TSC partnership, enrollment has increased close to
50 percent. Since 2001, bachelor’s degrees have
more than doubled, and master’s degrees have increased more
than 30 percent. Just since Stockton joined the school as dean, the
number of full-time, tenure-track
faculty has grown from 43 to 62,
with searches under way for another 10 positions.
Stockton stresses it is “growth
with quality.”
As just one illustration, Stockton
points to an annual science teaching conference sponsored by NASA.
A team of future teachers recently brought
back the first-place trophy from that national
conference—for the third year in a row. The conference draws hundreds of students from dozens
of colleges around the country and requires each

The School of Education relocated to its new home in
2005

who also face tests in content areas such as math
and history to achieve certification, also are passing those tests at highest-ever rates.
“It’s amazing,” the dean said. “When you’re
looking at 97 percent, you’re in the ball park with all
the other major universities in the state.”
Stockton also notes that the school’s largest undergraduate certification program, its program for
bilingual elementary teachers, has a pass rate of 99
percent.
Now, the school is working toward its first doctoral degree program in curriculum and instruction,
with an emphasis in bilingual studies. Although advertisement for the new degree program is still a
year away, the school already has received more
than 80 inquiries from qualified candidates eager
to upgrade their skills.
“Our new building is also giving the school local
and national visibility and identity, and it gives both
students and faculty a sense of pride,” the dean
said. “The faculty, staff and students know where
we’re headed and what we want to achieve.”

DEAN NAMED TO ENDOWED CHAIR

D

r. Carl A. Stockton has been awarded the Houston Endowment Endowed Chair in Education.
The endowed chair is funded as
part of a $2 million gift from the Houston Endowment, Inc., the largest private philanthropic
foundation in Texas. Endowed chairs provide universities with the ability to honor, retain, or attract
faculty members who have outstanding records
in teaching, research, or service.
“I am very honored and humbled, and I am
hoping to use this endowed chair for professional
development to better the program in education
and to work on projects that will, in the end, help
our students succeed,” said Stockton.
Stockton recently returned from the Institute
for Management and Leadership in Education at

Harvard University. Stockton gained deeper insight into his own management style and interracted with other experienced university administrators from across the country.
Education was always important to Stockton, having struggled when he started school
speaking only Italian.
“We didn’t have much money, so an education
was very important because I knew that it would
be the key to opening many doors for me,” Stockton said. “I got my drive from my grandmother.
She always said, ‘Work hard, do a good job and
people will notice.’”
Stockton received his bachelor’s and master’s
degrees at the University of Florida focusing on
health education. He earned a doctorate from the
University of Tennessee.
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ALUMNA: A TRUE COMMUNITY LEADER

I

f there ever was a true image of a community
leader, Celeste Sanchez would fit the portrait.
For the past seven years, Sanchez has been
the Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum
and Instruction for the San Benito School District and a City Commissioner since 2005, as well
as a community philanthropist.
Although she has come a long way from the carefree 15-year-old who rode the bus from San Benito
to Texas Southmost College, she said her education in Brownsville served as a catalyst for her professional and personal achievements.
“I graduated early from high school and began at
TSC in 1962,” she said. “I remember the teachers
were fun but tough and really good. I think my time

Faculty Proﬁle:

P

there was what prepared me for the rest of my education and adulthood.”
From classes at Tandy Hall to the jukebox and
cherry pie at the student union barracks, Sanchez
fondly remembers her years at TSC earning her
Associate of Arts degree.
“It was a fun time, and I made so many lasting
friendships. Now UTB/TSC has grown so much,
and I am so proud to be an alumni member. It’s not
a small college anymore.”
After TSC, Sanchez went on to earn bachelor’s
and master’s degrees at Texas A&I University in
Kingsville. She taught in Harlingen, San Antonio
and in Michigan with a migrant education program. She soon moved through the ranks from



teacher to principal and eventually assistant superintendent.
Sanchez serves on numerous boards, including
the Economic Development Corporation, United
Way, and Cameron Works. She is also a Rotarian.
As a hobby she helps the school district and city’s
music soul flourish.
Are you an alumnus of UTB/TSC? Tell us
about yourself. Please answer our questionaire at www.utb.edu and click on Alumni.

:3/@<B3/16
How many lives can a
single teacher change?

;\_RaUN[
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DR. DAVID WITTENBURG,  ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR IN KINESIOLOGY

hysical education at UTB/TSC
is meeting the needs of a new
generation.
Dr. David Wittenburg, who
has researched children’s health and fitness, is
helping to implement a new curriculum in the
Kinesiology department.

“Our program has a two-pronged approach,”
he explained. “We will continue to prepare physical education teachers for school districts, and
their primary focus will be pediatric exercise science. The second track will groom students for
a more clinical setting to prepare them to enter
a physical or occupational therapy program or

to work in a cardiac rehabilitation center.”
Wittenburg believes this new curriculum could
help deter the increased sedentary habits of
children versus 20 years ago, as well as address
the overweight population in the Rio Grande
Valley—about 80 percent—and help slow the
effects of diabetes.
Wittenburg and his colleagues have set up a
new Health and Human Performance Lab.
Temporarily housed in a former storage area,
the lab has space-age looking equipment like
the “Bod Pod” (pictured at left,) a giant eggshaped chamber that measures body composition through air displacement, and treadmills integrated with ECG monitors, metabolic charts
and heart rate monitors.
A new bachelor’s degree in Exercise Science
is now being offered, and Wittenburg hopes
that as the program grows, faculty and students will work closely with student athletes
and coaches, conduct community fitness outreach events, and establish a grant-seeking
research agenda for the department.
Dr. David Wittenburg can be reached at (956)
882-8914 or at david.wittenburg@utb.edu. His
office is in Cortez Hall.
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NURSING PROGR AM PROVIDES GOLDEN OPPORTUNITIES

A LEGACY OF CARING SINCE 1955

T

his is a special year for nurses in
the lower Rio Grande Valley. Fifty
years ago, the Sisters of Mercy
opened the J.T. Canales Vocational
School of Nursing inside the Mercy Hospital Convent, now Valley Baptist Health
System-Brownsville.

UTB/TSC
NURSING MILESTONES
1955

Mercy Hospital and the Sisters of Mercy begin
a nursing program.

1957

The J.T. Canales Vocational School of Nursing
begins and is operated by the Sisters of Mercy.

1966

The program is transferred to Texas Southmost
College, which becomes the first college in the
Rio Grande Valley to offer a nursing program.

1969

17 students earn their certificates in vocational
nursing, the first TSC graduates.

1975

The Associate Nursing degree program is established at TSC with 24 students and 3 faculty.

1977

First Associate degrees in Nursing are awarded
to 23 students.

1995

The Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree
program is created.

1997

9 students are awarded the first Bachelor of
Science in Nursing degrees.

2000

The Master’s degree in Public Health Nursing is
launched with a class of 12 students.

2004

9 students are awarded the first Master of
Science in Nursing degrees.

What was once a one-room class behind a hospital has grown into the only university in the UT
System that offers vocational nursing certificates,
associate’s, bachelor’s and master’s degrees.
“I think from when we started, we had future
progression in mind and, as the years passed, the
program succeeded and succeeded and succeeded,” said Margarita Barradas, who helped build the
university’s nursing program from its humble beginnings. “From then, the program has just continued to grow and change tremendously.”
Barradas has seen the changes. In 1955, she
joined the staff at the city’s only hospital, Mercy
Hospital, as a registered nurse. While working there,
she volunteered as an instructor at the J.T. Canales Vocational School of Nursing.
In 1968, Barradas joined Texas Southmost College as the first Director for the newly organized
School of Vocational Nursing, the first collegebased nursing program in the Valley. She served
until her retirement in 1991.
Classes were held in the Fred
Rusteberg Jr. Applied Arts building, and the first graduating class
consisted of eight students. In 1975,
the Associate Degree Nursing program was introduced and driven
by the purpose that nurses be
prepared to enter the workforce as soon as possible.
“Even then, it was visible proof
that our first program would serve
as a stepladder into an associate’s
and then turn into a bachelor’s degree,” Barradas said. “We could tell
this was not a beginning and end program; it was anything but terminal.”
Four years later after the partnership between UTB and TSC was created, the Bachelor of Science in Nurs-

ing program was launched, and, soon after, the
first class of graduates earned their degrees.
“With our BSN program, our focus is on community nursing and leadership. Our goal is to give

The Tree of Life pictured here at the Life and Health
Sciences Building.

students some exposure to managing manpower, money and resources,” explained Dr. Kathy
Dougherty, Chair, Department of Nursing.
Three years later, a new Master’s in Public
Health Nursing was established, and it is the only
master’s degree of its kind offered in Texas. The
program expanded in 2004 with options in nursing education and nursing administration.
Between 2001 and 2006, the nursing program
experienced a 225 percent increase in enrollment,
an incredible achievement that was reached with
the help of many healthcare partners.
“It is really due to the fact that we’ve had significant assistance from area hospitals and clinical training sites,” said Dr. Eldon Nelson, Dean
of the School of Health Sciences. “They’ve provided us with clinical faculty—in some instances
paying for them. We are honored to be partners
with them.”
Future enrollment
growth in the nursing programs will be
focused on enrolling nurses into the
bachelor’s and master’s programs.
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  PULITZER WINNER VISITS UTB/TSC



DR. GARCÍA HONORED
WITH HERITAGE AWARD

D

r. Juliet V. García is the 2006 Hispanic
Heritage Foundation recipient for education. The foundation identifies and inspires Latino role models through leadership, educational and workforce programs.
“I accept this award for those in the Valley who
commit their life’s work to opening doors for those
who need it and have the potential to produce the
most,” said García.

H

istory holds important lessons on
leadership, and renowned historian and author David McCullough
brought those lessons to a rapt
Brownsville audience in October as part of the Distinguished Lecture Series.
Our American heroes were not gods, simply the
right man or woman at the right time, this “master story-teller” told his audience during a two-day
visit to campus. Our heroes wanted their work to
last through the ages, he added.
“History is important because it provides us a
sense that …we will be judged by those who come
after us,” said McCullough, who has been awarded
the Pulitzer Prize twice, for his works on John Adams and Harry Truman.
The Distinguished Lecture Series has been bringing thought-provoking international speakers since
1999. Proceeds help fund student and faculty opportunities for which there are no state dollars.
Valley Regional Medical Center, a founding sponsor of the Distinguished Lecture Series, was joined
this year by Valley Baptist Health System as a major sponsor of the Student Lecture & Essay Contest. Other lecture series sponsors include Cardenas Auto Group, Wells Fargo, Texas State Bank,

Essay award winners pictured here with David McCullough
and Randy Baker of Valley Baptist Health System.

Coca-Cola, JP Morgan Chase, Southern Texas Title
Company, and Marcis & Associates.
McCullough mesmerized a Jacob Brown Auditorium full of area middle-school, high school and
university students with his anecdotes about famous leaders and monumental endeavors. Alongside his chronicles of George Washington and the
Revolutionary War in 1776, McCullough has written
about the building of the Brooklyn Bridge and the
Panama Canal.
The student lecture and essay contest are
unique features of the lecture series and opportunities to share these internationally respected

speakers with area youth. Cindy Lynn Salazar of
Brownsville Hanna High School won the student
essay contest, for her essay on lessons learned
from Valley leaders.
In his book about the canal, “A Path Between the
Seas,” McCullough wrote about Dr. William Crawford Gorgas, whose campaign to eradicate the yellow fever mosquito began at old Fort Brown. McCullough described Gorgas as a “personable, kind
and courteous man who possessed one of the essential qualities of leadership.”
“He was there from beginning to end,” McCullough said of Gorgas’ efforts in Panama. “He
would not quit.”

In the above photo are recipients, Juan Marichal,
baseball legend, Sports; José Feliciano, recording artist, Lifetime Achievement; Ret. Lt. col. U.S.
Army Consuelo Castillo Kickbusch, Leadership;
and Antonio Banderas, actor, Arts. Not pictured is
James A. Johnson, Chairman Emeritus of the Kennedy Center, for Vision.
The awards were presented at the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C.,
and aired on NBC and Telemundo stations nationwide.

MASTER CHOR ALE GOES TO IRELAND

S

t. Patrick’s Cathedral in Dublin has
contributed a rich history to Irish life,
including the location of Ireland’s first
university and home to numerous national ceremonies.
However on March 16, the walls
of the 752-year-old church will
echo the sounds of the voices
of UTB/TSC students.
The UTB/TSC Master Chorale
has received an invitation from
the Lord Mayor of Dublin to
perform in Ireland in celebration of St. Patrick’s Day.
“This is absolutely the luck
of the Irish,” Dianne Brumley, director of choral studies, said. “This trip allows
our students the opportunity to learn a little more
about cultures and their place in the world.”
The trip to the Emerald Isles will not only give

42 students a chance to display their talent, but
also a taste of international education through
an exchange program at Trinity University in
Dublin.
Although students are excited, they didn’t
plan on kissing the Blarney stone before they
started efforts to raise $92,358 for their trip.
Funds raised from “Shamrocks and Apple
Pie,” a concert and silent auction fundraiser
held on South Padre Island, will help pay for the
trip. Brumley also said that any additional donations from the community would
be greatly appreciated.
“It is exciting to go across Europe and perform such wonderful music with such wonderful people,” sophomore
tenor Alfonso Gonzalez said.
“It truly is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, and it is nice to see the
community out there supporting
us.”
If you would like to help fulfill the
dream of these students and contribute to
their trip to Ireland, please call Barry T. Horn,
Associate Vice President for Development at
(956) 548-8708 or at barry.horn@utb.edu.
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   REMEMBERING DR. BILL WILKINSON

A SALUTE TO OUR DONORS

C

ommunity outreach to help students
achieve their educational goals at
UTB/TSC continues to grow with
the announcement of five new endowments and two endowment campaigns.

building the $25 million Recreation, Education
and Kinesiology Center, is establishing a $10,000
endowment for scholarships. The company often
provides academic scholarships at select universities, now adding UTB/TSC to its list.

Werner Steinbach died in 1992 at age 70, but he
is fondly remembered by colleagues in the Kinesiology Department. They are gearing-up to launch
the Werner Steinbach Endowment Campaign,
in honor of the long-time coach and the inventor
of the sport pington that is still played today. The
endowment proceeds come from sales of “Pington” written by retired faculty members Jim Lemons and Dr. Judy Walton.

Always thinking of the future and the youth,
A.X. and Florestela Benavides, now retired educators, have created a $10,000 scholarship endowment for students majoring in environmental
sciences. The Benavides’ believe an endowment
is a good way to invest their money. Their son, Dr.
Jude Benavides, is a professor in environmental
sciences at UTB/TSC.

Friends and former students of Dr. Milo Kearney have established a $20,000 endowment in
honor of the long-time professor, author and historian. Kearney retired in August after more than
30 years of teaching and 18 published books. Former student Genny Sterling says students who
take his class leave with a devotion to culture and
history.
For more than 36 years, students, especially
veterans, who had never been to college before,
could count on a helping hand from Margarita Hinojosa. Before her retirement in 1984, Hinojosa served as the college’s first Veteran’s Services Officer. Hinojosa is still helping students. She
and husband Eutimio (Timo) have established a
$20,000 endowment. The Margarita de Luna
Hinojosa Veteran’s Memorial Scholarship
Endowment will help Spanish majors who are
veterans.
JE Dunn Construction, one of two companies

Sierra Title Company of Cameron and Willacy
Counties has established the Sierra Title Company of Cameron and Willacy Counties Endowed Scholarship valued at $25,000. The
funds will support students in the School of Business.
Breeden McCumber Advertising, Design and
Marketing Agency of Brownsville has created the
Breeden McCumber Excellence Scholarship
for junior and senior students pursuing a Bachelor of Arts degree with a major in Mass Communication. Associate Professor of Communication,
Dr. Louis Falk, coordinated the establishment of
the endowment.
     QUESTIONS?
Contact Barry T. Horn, Associate Vice
President for Development at (956) 5488708 or at barry.horn@utb.edu for information on how to establish an endowment.

Development Board Proﬁle:

H

erlinda (Linda) Wilkinson has chosen
to honor her late husband, UTB/TSC
criminal justice Professor William Van
Wilkinson, with a gift that will last many lifetimes:
A permanent scholarship endowment for students pursuing a degree in criminal justice.
Wilkinson, 65, who passed away last spring, was
known for his long ponytail—a salute to his Cherokee
ancestry—and for his dedication to higher education in Brownsville. A Fulbright Scholar, he
first began teaching at Pan American University
in Brownsville in the 1980s and worked to make
UTB/TSC an independent four-year institution.
Wilkinson struggled to pay for his own schooling—
including the master’s degree and doctorate that
allowed him to become a college professor at age
44. Gregarious and a natural leader, Wilkinson led
the Faculty Senate and was first chairman of UTB’s
criminal justice department.
“He loved that university and he loved his students,” says Linda Wilkinson, now an elementary
school administrator in Austin. “He had to overcome adversity in his life, and he knew the students
in Brownsville need scholarships. I am very fortunate that I am able to fulfill the plans for this endowment which we made together a few years ago,
on his behalf.”
Investment proceeds from the permanent endowment will be used to help deserving students
pay for tuition and books.

CASSANDR A Y. WOLFE

C

assandra Yturria Wolfe
loves to organize parties. If those parties
raise money for the important community causes she cares
about—all the better.
Wolfe is second vice chair of the
UTB Development Board and helps
plan the Distinguished Lecture Series. This popular annual event
brings together thought-provoking
international speakers and university friends, raising money for student
and faculty opportunities for which
state money is unavailable.
Wolfe traces her university connection to several memorable semesters during her college career

when she came home to attend Texas Southmost College. “I had such
good teachers and really enjoyed
my classes a lot,” says Wolfe, who
went on to earn a bachelor of fine
arts degree from UT-Austin. “When
they asked me to serve on the Development Board, I thought, ‘What
a great opportunity to be involved
with a school that I remember so
fondly.” She recommends UTB/TSC
to any college-bound student—especially those who want to stay close
to home.
Wolfe is also a busy community
volunteer, working with the Brownsville Children’s Museum board and
various education programs.
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DONATION ANSWERS STUDENT’S PR AYERS

The President’s Circle supports the
Annual Fund Campaign which supports
students, faculty and programs for
which state resources are either inadequate or non-existent. Donations to
the President’s Circle Fund enable the
university to invest additional resources
in students and faculty.

I

t took only a phone call from Lodell (Lottie) and James (Jim) Richard Batsell to the
Office of Development to transform a student’s life.
Soon after hearing about junior Luz Quesada’s
financial need and unmovable faith, the Batsells
contributed $1000 to the Presidents Circle specifically to help her continue her education.
As an active member of Faith Presbyterian
Church and a strong believer in his faith, Batsell,
who attended TSC when it was Brownsville Junior
College from 1938 to 1940, believes his donation
came from a higher calling.
“I believe it was the Lord’s hand that guided my
decision,” Batsell said. “My wife and I want to support UTB/TSC students who don’t have the money to receive a college education.”
The Office of Development staff had first heard
about Quesada’s plight from Academic Advising.
This search for a solution sparked a wave of communication.
“It was a miracle and a gift from God,” said

Share a scholar’s knowledge with the
world. Launch students on an exciting
voyage of discovery. Help a scientist
research his passion. You can do all this
by becoming a member of the President’s Circle. Each year, the President’s
Circle assists the university with worthwhile projects, travel expenses and
unique programs.

Quesada, a devoted member of Living Way Family Church and a 2004 graduate of Brownsville’s
Livingway Christian School and valedictorian of
her senior class. “I didn’t know how I had received the scholarship, but I pray that God blesses the Batsell family.”
The President’s Circle Fund matched the Batsells’ contribution and together they granted Quesada a $2,000 scholarship. The President’s Circle
supports students and faculty, in opportunities
for which there is no state funding.
This is not the first donation from a Batsell to
the university. To honor Jim Batsell’s 84th birthday, his grandchildren established a $2,000 scholarship endowment in his name. The gift was
matched with $1,000 from the STARS Foundation Matching Grant Challenge for a total amount
of $3,000. The scholarship is for students in the
School of Business.
Jim Batsell is a Distinguished Alumnus of Texas
Southmost College and was a longtime commissioner
for the Brownsville Navigation District Board.

For information about the President’s
Circle Fund contact Barry T. Horn, Associate Vice President for Development
at (956) 548-8708 or at barry.horn@
utb.edu.

   GR ADUATE ESTABLISHES ART SCHOLARSHIP FROM WAR-ZONE

O

nce a recipient of a fine arts scholarship at UTB/TSC himself, U.S. Army
Capt. Richard Cruz says his experiences in a war zone have spurred him
to give back to a community that once opened a
door for him. Cruz has established a 10-year scholarship for upperclassmen majoring in painting.
“I earned a $500 scholarship as a freshman and
it was very exciting, not to mention a great boost
to my self esteem,” Cruz said via e-mail. He was
initially inspired by an older cousin when he was a
boy, and has expressed himself through illustration
since he was in elementary school.
“As a student there was no one better,” said Fine
Arts Professor Carlos G. Gomez. “He was a gifted art student who could draw and paint at a very
high level. One could argue that he was the best
of his class, and perhaps the best draftsman UTB/
TSC’s art program has ever had.”
Cruz is currently serving with an Army Area Support Group in Qatar and is eleven months into his

one-year assignment. He previously served with
the 4th Infantry Division in Iraq from the spring of
2003 to spring 2004. He expects his next assign-

U.S. Army Capt. Richard Cruz established a scholarship
from a desert war base.

ment to be in Afghanistan. Cruz said the experience has given him a new outlook on his place in
the world.
“I have seen things I never hoped to see and lost
friends who did not deserve to be lost,” he said.
“In my reflections over the last few years, I real-

ized that I have the means to give back, to continue the cycle. I wanted to do something worthwhile
and meaningful.”
Although his circumstances have limited his opportunities for illustration and painting at the present time, Cruz is creating art through his writing.
He believes that art will always find a way to live.
Cruz said he was inspired by the “future potential of all art students in the local area” to establish
the scholarship. He wants to encourage the growth
of fine arts in the community because of the benefits it reaps.
“The visual arts contribute to the community’s
‘outside the box’ thinking,” he wrote. “In other
words Art, in all its forms, is a stepping stone to:
new ideas, the past, the present, the future, understanding, meaning, connection, compassion, etc.”
Specified award criteria can be found at http://
blue.utb.edu/cgomez/. Professor Carlos G. Gómez
may also be contacted at (956) 882-8805, or via
email at carlos.gomez@utb.edu.
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